
Flanked by radio 

antennas, 

Vietnamese water 

carriers fill the 

Special Forces 

camp shower tank 

at the top of Nui 

Ba Den mountain.  

Clouds at a lower 

altitude are in the 

distance.  The 

water carriers 

descend about 

2100 feet to a 

spring, fill up five-

gallon cans and 

return.  They must 

share earnings 

with Viet Cong, 

who also use the 

spring. 

In addition to the American camp there is a compound on the 

summit for the Civilian Irregular Defense Group.  Of the 

three nearer buildings the one in the center is a Buddhist 

temple.  Painstakingly built volleyball court is at right. PICTURES—St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Sunday, October 15, 1967 

Nui Ba Den looms behind a rice paddy 

bordered with barbed wire.  The mountain, of 

volcanic origin, stands 3203 feet above sea 

level and is about 70 miles northwest of Saigon. 

War With a View 

Nui Ba Den is a solitary mountain in South Vietnam with a crown of United 

States Army radio relay and re-transmission stations.  Its summit was captured 

by American Special Forces in a helicopter assault three years ago, and it has 

been occupied by them ever since—for good reasons. 

First, the mountain is an excellent point for radio and telegraphic reception.  

Second, it is the best spot available for observing roads, rivers, and farms in the 

surrounding lowlands.  Among previous occupants of the heights were the 

Japanese, the French, the Viet Minh (who fought the French) and the Viet cong. 

The Viet cong really didn’t leave the granite mountain.  They retreated to the 

lower slopes, where they operate their own radio relay equipment and 

observation posts.  From their positions they harass the American camp above 

them with sniper and mortar fires and an occasional ground attack. 

Although the Army rings its radio installations with barbed wire, mines and 

booby traps, Vietnamese of  the Civilian Irregular Defense Group defend the 

outer perimeter of the U.S. stronghold. Whn an especially thick fog rolls in, the 

CIDG militiamen must be on the alert against an enemy probe.  With guidance 

from Special Forces advisors the CIDG troops counter with frequent patrols 

against the Viet Cong. 

The men on the mountaintop are supplied by helicopters flying in food, fuel, and 

material.  However, violent winds on the peak often make landings on the camp 

helipad dangerous.  At least one heavily laden helicopter was smashed against a 

boulder by a sudden downdraft.  Several U.S. soldiers on board were killed. 

The meaning of Nui Ba Den is “the mountain of the woman named Den.”  An 

old legend has immortalized her as a war widow who, grief-stricken over the 

death of her husband, climbed to the summit and committee suicide.  Today her 

place of sacrifice is an electronic fortress.                           United States Army Photos 

Inside their mountaintop defenses, U.S. 

soldiers pause after firing a mortar against a 

Viet Cong sniper position. 


