	Date/Time
	Location/Grid
	Description of Action
	KIA
	WIA

	05/08/1970
	BT123315

Hawk Hill
	Hawk Hill received (2) 122mm rockets with minor damage.
	N/A
	N/A

	05/10/1970
	BT298333
	F/17th Cavalry received (15) RPG rounds from an unknown-sized enemy force.  The unit returned fire resulting in (4) NVA captured in action, (9) IWC, and miscellaneous equipment destroyed.  No friendly casualties
	(14)NVA
	-

	05/16/1970
	BT094362
	F/17th Cavalry engaged 20-30 NVA in a sugar cane field.  No friendly casualties reported, though there were (3) NVA Detainees with (4) IWC.
	(8) NVA
	-

	06/02/1970
	BT255159
	F/17th Cavalry detonated a booby-trapped 155mm round.
	-
	(2)US (E)

	06/03/1970
	BT123315

Hawk Hill
	Hawk Hill received (6) 122mm rockets and (12) 82mm mortar rounds.  No damage reported.
	None

Reported
	None Reported

	06/12/1970
	BT200204
	F/17th Cavalry engaged 6-7 VC with no friendly casualties reported.  Results of the action were (2) VC Detainees.
	(4)VC
	-

	“
	BT253178
	F/17th Cavalry detonated an unknown-type booby trap.
	-
	(5)US (E)

	06/29/1970

1200
	N/A
	F/17th Cavalry relieved from the 196th Light Infantry Brigade and attached to the 1/1st Cavalry for OPERATION PENNSYLVANIA SQUARE which began operations in the open terrain in the northeast portion of the Americal Division AO.
	N/A
	N/A

	07/02/1970
	BT220161
	F/17th Cavalry detonated a 250lb bomb south of Route 533.  (1) ACAV was destroyed.

**Those who sere with the unit at the time will  recall that it was the 1st Platoon Command Track, (16), that hit this mine.
	(5)US
	(1)US (E)


Extracts from

“Operational Report – Lessons Learned”, Headquarters Americal Division, 

Period Ending 31 July 1970”

05/01/1970 – 07/31/1970

** Action in the PENNSYLVANIA SQUARE AO was described as scattered and light.

        ** Action in the FREDERICK HILL AO was described as moderate.

1.  The “Lessons Learned”” section of this report contains the following:

SUBJECT


Mechanical ambush techniques.


OBSERVATION
The enemy has developed counter- mechanical ambush techniques.

EVALUATION
The basic technique used by small-sized enemy units is to follow and observe US units, especially when elements set up night defensive positions.  Upon securing the NDP, mechanical ambushes are placed on likely avenues of approach or on trail networks near the NDP.  The enemy observes small groups of US personnel placing these

devices and sets up an ambush when the squad returns to retrieve the claymores.

RECOMMENDATION

All US units must vary their techniques for emplacing mechanical ambushes.  Company Commanders must insure that members of the mechanical ambush patrol are well


briefed concerning the use of stealth and security.  Security should be well established in the immediate area to protect individuals emplacing or retrieving mechanical


ambushes.  Another technique recommended is to instruct the squads to emplace mechanical ambushes enroute to the NDP, thereby precluding unnecessary movement 

out of established NDP’s.  If mechanical ambushes are put out after a unit occupies an NDP, these devices should be emplaced just prior to EENT.

CAARS  05/01/1970-07/31/0970, Continued:

SUBJECT


Employment of mechanical ambushes.


OBSERVATION

The failure to follow the proper safety measures in emplacing the mechanical ambush has caused unnecessary casualties to the individual soldier.

EVALUATION

The emplacement of a mechanical ambush should be well thought out in advance.  It appears that the emplacement team is well briefed and trained in the employment 

Procedures.  Many, however, do not follow them.

RECOMMENDATION

The mechanical ambush team which consists of four men,  (two emplacers and two security),  must be alert to the possibility that some unknown force, (e.g. static 

electricity, wind, etc.), might detonate the mechanical ambush before the team has left the ambush site.  Once the emplacement team has hooked the claymore with det-


cord and tripwire to the clothespin, they must move to the rear of the tripwire, followed by the security team, to the location of the battery.  All members should then


be directly to the rear of the man making the final connection of the battery to the claymore wire.  The team should be lying down behind some form of cover should the 

back-blast be in their direction.  By following these simple safety measures the possibility of an uncalled-for injury is greatly minimized.

SUBJECT

Use of Air Cavalry in conjunction with Ground Cavalry operations.

OBSERVATION

Movement of Ground Cavalry through an area is very expensive in terms of crop damage and wear and tear on equipment.  Repeated and prolonged movement results

in an increase in the laying of mines by the enemy forces.

EVALUATION
Air Cavalry, with its ability to cover large amounts of terrain in a rather short time, and the Armored Cavalry, with its ability to rapidly maneuver and provide a large 

amount of sustained firepower, represent a combination that can find and destroy enemy forces with a relatively low cost in friendly personnel and equipment losses.

RECOMMENDATION

That, whenever possible, Armored and Air Cavalry forces operate together, making maximum use of the unique capabilities of each to find and destroy the enemy.  This technique should result in a lessening of the loss of personnel and vehicles to mine damage and should also reduce the amount of time Ground Cavalry spends looking for the small enemy groupings that are generally being encountered at the present time.

2.   A portion of this quarter included the 1/1st Cavalry/ 17th Cavalry OPERATION PENNSYLVANIA SQUARE.  The following are the casualty totals for this operation:

US CASUALTIES





ENEMY CASUALTIES

   (8)
KIA






  (48)
VC/NVA KIA

 (18)
IWC

  (42)
WIA(E)                           




    (1)
Detainee  

   (2)
CSWC








              

    (1) 
VC/PW





(206)
IWC 

3.   This quarter was still under OPERATION FREDERICK HILL.  The following are casualty totals:


  
US CASUALTIES





ENEMY CASUALTIES

  (8)
KIA






(535)
VC/NVA KIA

(150)
IWC

            (240)
WIA (E)






  (96)
Probably KIA

   (7)
CSWC


(45)
WIA (M)





    (2)
Detainees










  (15)
VC/PW










    (4)
NVA/PW
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