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AVDF-BEAC 19 February 1972
SUBJECT: Unit History - F Treop, 17th Cavelry

F Troop 17th Cavalry was activated on 15 September 1965 at Fort
Davens, Massachusetts as part of the newly formed 196th Light Infantry
Brigade {Separate). Initial training and organization was

s deploying to the Republic of Vietnam,
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arrived in Vung Tan, EVN and wasz attached
to the 25th Infantry Diviaion near Tay Ninh, sixty miles northeast of
ombat operations immediately in the Tay Nimh
and area recomnaissance, convey securdty
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late 1966 F Troop wes actively engaged in "Operaticm Attleboro,”
providing valuable resupply route security and convoy escorts to forward
bupe areas, The beginning menths of 1967 saw the Troop engaged in Operatiom
#Cedar Falls® where the troc undertock the respensibility for recemnaissance,
elearing and read security south of the infamous Iron Triangle.

When Task Force Oregon was formed to mowe into the troubled I Corpe
area in April 1967, the members of F Troop packed their equirment and moved
to the Clm Lal area and immediately begun search operaticns arcund the base
camp area, F Troop participated in orerationa "'alheur I" and "Malheur II",
"Hood River", "Benton" and "Cock", In September 1967 the troop, aa part of
the 196th Light Infantry Prigade was reconstituted and redesignated as the
Americal Division,
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In October 1967 the 158th Light Infantry frigade arrived in Vietnam
and moved to Chu Lai, RVH, F Troop accompanied th 196th Infantry Origade
as it assumed responsibilities for orerztions in the area left Ly the
1st Brigade 101st iirborme Division., F Troop participated in opermtions
"heeler™ and "Wollown" conducted in the Quang liam Frovinces.

In March 1969 operation "Frederick Hi11" wvas initiated in whieh F
Troop wvorked hand in hand with Infentry Battalions in eleanl g out the
eneny around LI Baldy, Some of F Troep's hardest fighting during the
operation came when they rrovided s blocking force in the rugged Antenna
Valley., The remainder of 1569 and the first four menths of 1970 saw F
Troop working on search and destroy operations arcund Tam Ky, LI Haldy,
and 1Z Hawk Hill. Om 29 June 1970 F Troep 17th Cavalry was relieved from
sttachment to the 996th Light Infantry Brigade and attached to Headquarters
and Headquarters Troop, 1st Squadron 1at Cawalry.

In Adpril 1971 F Troop mowed from Chn lai to Dallang, RVN and with the
1st Squadron 1st Cavalry assumed control of their present base camp, Camp
Faulkner, During th- months from May until July 1971 F Troop participated
in the "Carcline Hi11" operation and oporated in the Qus Son Valley south
of Dalang. m:mwmmhrrmpmmuth-anmm
south of Dalang, The Troop's mission there consisted of search and clear
operetions with RF end PF forcems, opermtions with the Brigade 1at
Infantry Battalion, and in September they secured the Engineers as
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With the onset of the monscons F Troop moved to Clm Lyl in October
to act as a reaction force and cover the final vithdrewsl phase of the
23rd Infantry Division (Americal). When they returned in November to

Camp Fsulkner the troop undervent a strenuous progrem of M551 Sheridan
training and Airmobile Infentry training along vith their role in the

Daliang East and West Rsaction Forces, In the course of training the

Sheridan erews participated in a Tank «rew Qualification Course asnd the
infantry participated in training exercises as hiifle Company elements

which eventually led to infantry missions attached to the 3rd Battalionm
21st Infantry Brigade working below fire supjort base "linda®™ and fire
support base "Maude", With the sla kening of monscons and the begimning
of the new year F Troor agein became mounted and worked south of Marble
Moutain in AO's Ansio and Rome.

As the 1972 TET draws to a ¢lose in February 1972 F Troop 17th Cewalry
continues to conduct its missionsg professionally as it plays its role in
the Dynamic Defense of Dalang, AVN,
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